
Harlan Coben Q & A 
 

#1 internationally best-selling thriller writer Harlan Coben will visit Houston’s Murder 
By The Book for the 14th or 15th time (MBTB is one of only a handful of stores at which 
Harlan has signed for nearly every book), Friday, April 25, 6:30 p.m., to sign & discuss 
his new stand-alone novel, Hold Tight (Dutton; $26.95).    
 

Highly recommended by David, Wick, and Terry! 
 
Not only is Harlan America’s master of modern suspense, he’s also a helluva nice guy and a 
very entertaining speaker… Donõt miss the event!   (Signing policies at bottom.) 
 
We recently had the opportunity to ask Harlan a few burning questions… 
let’s see what he had to say.  Interview questions from Murder By The Bookõs 
Terry Farmer & David Thompson. 
 

MBTB:  Children:  Nature vs. nurture is a huge theme in Hold Tight.  

Where do you fall on the issue?  
 

Harlan:  It’s both.  It’s neither.  It’s gray and why I love writing about it.  

 

MBTB:  Clearly there are ways to monitor or control kids’ activities 

some of which are described in Hold Tight.  GPS in cell phones, spy software 
on computers, GPS in cars, blocking certain television channels, watching 
your child on camera from your day care provider, etc.   In your research for 
these for your book did you find what the next generation for monitoring 
might be?   Does it fascinate you as a writer & father, or does it terrify you 
because we need these monitoring methods. 
 

Harlan:  The technology doesn’t interest me much.  The subject does.  How far will you go 

to protect your child?  How far SHOULD you go?  How do you strike the balance between 
privacy and parental responsibility?  Technology is a tool in all this.  It is changing the rules. 
 There are no easy answers and that’s what makes it compelling. 
 

MBTB:  As your children become teenagers they will face some of the situations that 

Spencer and his friends did.  Will you consider monitoring their activities via cell phone or 
computer? 
 

Harlan:  Consider it?  Sure.  A parent would be negligent not to. 

 

 
 

 



MBTB:  I really liked the combination of Muse and her group with the DA’s office and 

would love to know more.  Do you plan to use them in any of your next books? 
 

Harlan:  Loren Muse was supposed to in one book—The Innocent.  Somehow she has come 

back now and been in four in a row.  Yes, I expect to see her again.  I love Muse. 
 

MBTB:  You’ve been at the store for just about every book.  At the first few signings 

including & after Tell No One—your first thriller not featuring series heroes Myron & Win—the 
question most asked was “When are you returning to Myron?”  Now that you’re much better 
known for your stand-alone works, and since you revisited Myron with 2006’s Promise Me, do 
you find yourself less pressured—by yourself, your publisher, your fans—to return to the series 
 

Harlan:  Yes.  But I love Myron and I’m thrilled readers care so much.  And I plan to bring 

Myron back next year—in an international thriller.  Something totally different.  I've just started 
writing it now.  [Editor’s note:  Woo-hoo!] 
 

MBTB:  Your first two (out-of-print) novels were suspense novels.  Then “wise-cracking” 

private eye-style novels featuring a sports agent.  Then you reinvented yourself as THE king of 
modern twists-and-turns suspense.  Who were influences on your work at each step of your 
evolving?  Do you feel you’ve become the author you want to be, or do you get impulses to try 
something else again? 
 

Harlan:  When I moved to write Myron, I wanted to take what I learned from stand-alones 

and apply it to the private-eye style novels—that is, solid, twisty plotting with the fun character 
of a series.  When I moved back to the stand-alones, I did the opposite—I took the great 
characterizations you find in series and tried to make them work with the bigger plot.  It is the 
blend that interests me most. 
 

MBTB:  Back in the early days, you were one of the hardest-working authors on the circuit, 

once logging so many signing events in one day in California that Publishers Weekly did a story.  
You traveled from coast to coast, hitting every single mystery convention and bookstore, and 
you plied us—and other booksellers—with T-shirts and Yoo-Hoo in efforts to convince us to try 
your books… quite successfully I might add.  Now, you’re a #1 international best-seller with 
something like 23 children, traveling around the world yearly.  Which was/is harder:  Getting 
where you are or the end result? 
 

Harlan:  The amount I did back in the day has been heavily exaggerated.  The truth is, I 

don’t think that stuff helped very much at all.  Every time I hear how all that early goodwill 
helped Tell No One break out, I wonder why the book broke out even bigger in, say, the UK and 
France, where I never toured or met booksellers or appeared on a panel.  But both stages of my 
career—and all in between—were labors of love.  I remember a story another writer told me. 
 She was at a book signing at some big chain store, sitting at a table, hoping someone would 
come up and buy their book.  For a long time no one did and she just sat there and played with 
her pen and did all that stuff that we writers do when it is lonely.  Finally a man walked up to 



this author, looked at her published book and said, “You’re living my dream.”  Just like that. 
 That’s how I’ve always felt.  I was a published author.  It’s an honor.  I was also wonderfully 
naive and didn’t realize how insignificant I was.  I urge new authors to just have fun with it—
don’t worry so much.  Write the best book you can.  I loved those days.  And I love these days 
too.  The hard journey makes me appreciate this stuff that much more.   
 

See Harlan Coben at Murder By The 
Book, Friday, April 25, 6:00 p.m.   
The talk is free!  However, if you wish to get any books signed, Hold Tight 
must be purchased from Murder By The Book.  Details at the store. 

Visit Harlan Coben online at www.harlancoben.com. 
 

Available at Murder By The Book: 
Quantities may be limited.  Call or e-mail to reserve copies. 
 

Myron Bolitar series:   Stand-alone thrillers: 
Deal Breaker (Dell; $7.99)    Tell No One (Dell; $7.99) 
Drop Shot (Dell; $7.99)    Gone For Good (Dell; $7.99) 
Fade Away (Dell; $7.99)    No Second Chance (Signet; $7.99) 
Back Spin (Dell; $7.99)    Just One Look (Signet; $7.99) 
One False Move (Dell; $7.99)   The Innocent (Signet; $9.99) 
The Final Detail (Dell; $7.99)   The Woods (Signet; $9.99) 
Darkest Fear (Dell; $7.99)    Hold Tight (Dutton; $26.95) 
Promise Me (Signet; $9.99) 

 
 

And don’t miss Harlan’s good friend, fellow thriller novelist, 

and international best-seller Jeff Abbott!  Jeff signs his 

new novel, Collision (Dutton; $24.95), at Murder By The Book, 
Friday, July 25, 6:00 p.m.  Highly recommended by Michelle! 
 

 
 

Murder By The Book 
2342 Bissonnet St., Houston, TX  77005 
(713) 524-8597 / (888) 424-2842 
www.murderbooks.com / order@murderbooks.com 
 
 

 


